The role of coronary angioplasty in patients with associated noncardiac medical and surgical conditions.
Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty was performed in 22 patients with associated significant medical or surgical conditions. It was successful in 22 patients. Two had procedure-related complications: one femoral hematoma and one small myocardial infarction. The patients were divided into a 'medical' group (12 patients) and a 'surgical' group (10 patients). In the medical group, mean coronary artery stenosis decreased from 87 +/- 5% to 20 +/- 13% and mean coronary artery stenosis decreased from 57 +/- 2% to 16 +/- 7%. In the surgical group coronary artery stenosis decreased from 83 +/- 9% to 18 +/- 9% and the gradient from 49 +/- 16 to 16 +/- 6 mmHg. Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty allowed the safe management of underlying conditions in all patients so that medical treatment could be continued and noncardiac surgery performed.